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A high-level Libyan mission is currently in Brasilia negotiating purchases of tanks, missiles and
other military equipment expected to surpass $1 billion. The Brazilian press has reported that the
government is negotiating a long-term exchange of arms for Libyan oil up to 50,000 barrels a day.
Last week, the Brazilian government announced that Brazil would sell 1,200 lightweight Osorio
tanks to Saudi Arabia. The final weapons sale package for the Saudis, which officials say will total
$5 billion, is still being negotiated. Included is the construction of a Brazilian plant in Saudi Arabia
to assemble and later manufacture Osorio tanks for the Saudis and other Middle East buyers.
Another recent contract with the Saudis involved $500 million worth of Astros-11 missile launchers
manufactured by Avibras. In Egypt, more than 100 Tucano planes are being assembled for use there
and in Iraq. Engesa is the largest private company engaged in arms manufacture. Spokespersons
indicate that its technicians are performing maintenance work directly on the frontlines in Iraq.
With sales in 1986 estimated at $1.5 billion, Brazil is now ranked as the world's fifth largest arms
exporter, after the US, Soviet Union, France and Britain. Customers number over 40 nations,
including China, and other Middle Eastern nations (Jordan, Abu Dhabi, Algeria, Morocco and
Tunisia). Tucano fighter plane trainer aircraft, manufactured by a government enterprise, have been
purchased by the British air force. This transaction marked an unprecedented technology transfer,
from a Third World to an advanced capitalist nation. (Basic data from back issues of LADC; New
York Times, 01/25/88)
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